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Microsoft in May will shut
down Skype, the service for
making calls over the inter-
net that it bought in 2011 for
$8.5 billion. B9

 BASF expects earnings to
increase slightly this year
because of cost savings that
will offset continued invest-
ment in a big petrochemical
site in China and a tough
economic environment. B10

 CME Group, the biggest
U.S. futures exchange, says
it plans to list futures con-
tracts on solana, deepening
its presence in crypto. B11

 Allianz raised its dividend
and said it would buy back
shares after net profit rose in
last year’s final quarter. B11

 Intel said it is delaying
construction of a $28 billion
semiconductor project in
Ohio by about five years. B10

The Federal Reserve’s pre-
ferred gauge of inflation
inched closer to the central
bank’s 2% target in January.A2

A Citigroup employee acci-
dentally moved to transfer
$81 trillion to a customer, but
the bank said its controls re-
versed the error. B11

 U.S. stocks rose Friday
with the Dow gaining 1.4%
and the S&P 500 and Nas-
daq each rising 1.6%, but all
three indexes notched losses
for February. B11
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“Someone told me once
that I hit the clinical-trial lot-
tery, and I definitely feel that
way,” said Perati, a 54-year-
old molecular biologist in Cu-
pertino, Calif., who is fighting
pancreatic cancer a second
time. “I see a lot of hope.”
Pancreatic cancer is one of

the toughest cancers to treat.
Often caught late, it kills
nearly 52,000 people in the
U.S. each year, making it the
country’s third leading cause
of cancer death, behind lung
and colorectal. Case rates have
gradually increased, particu-
larly among younger women,
in part because of rising obe-
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U.S. president scolds
Ukrainian leader,
leaves proposed deal
onminerals unsigned

Trump-Zelensky Meeting Implodes
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A White House meeting between Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelensky and President Trump and Vice President JD Vance
erupted into a heated exchange Friday. See A8 for more coverage and to scan a code for video of the Oval Office clash.
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The Fed’s preferred gauge of
inflation inched closer to the
2% target in January. A2

WASHINGTON—At 12:01
p.m. on Jan. 20, as Donald
Trump was being sworn in as
president for the second
time, programmers linked to

Elon Musk’s nascent govern-
ment-efficiency project
wanted to access computer
systems within the U.S. Of-
fice of Personnel Manage-
ment.
Senior officials at OPM,

By Scott Patterson,
Josh Dawsey and
Brian Schwartz

rather spend that dough on at-
tracting better players with en-
dorsement deals than donate it
to Kentucky, a basketball blue
blood not hurting for cash.
The fans ignored Lee and

rushed the court immediately
after the buzzer.
“We have a very tightknit

community and they want to
share the space,” she said.
The Southeastern Confer-

ence is having a historic sea-
son with as many as 13 teams
poised to earn bids to next
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With 24 seconds left on the
clock and her team clinging to
a five-point lead over Kentucky,
Vanderbilt athletic director
Candice Storey Lee wound her
way down to the front of the
student section. With hands
pressed together as if in
prayer, she made a desperate
plea: celebrate if you must, but
don’t storm the court.
Failure to do so, she ex-

plained, would trigger a
$500,000 fine. She would much

BY LAINE HIGGINS

How to Storm the Court Without
Costing Your School $500,000

i i i

Schools are trying to teach fans restraint
to avoid big fines. It’s a work in progress.
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THE BIG COMEBACK
Financial wizardry

crashed the economy
in 2008. It’s booming

again. B1

President Trump excoriated
President Volodymyr Zelensky
of Ukraine, accusing him of
“gambling with World War III”
in a meeting that was supposed
to reset relations between
Washington and Kyiv but de-
volved into a clash that ended
when Trump cut Zelensky’s
White House visit short.

The two leaders didn’t sign
a proposed mineral deal as
planned and canceled a joint
news conference.
“He disrespected the United

States of America in its cher-
ished Oval Office,” Trump
wrote in a social-media mes-
sage. “He can come back when
he is ready for Peace.”
Ukraine had sought the

meeting to line up U.S. sup-
port against Russian aggres-
sion, which it hoped to solid-
ify with the mineral
agreement. But tensions be-
tween Zelensky and Trump
burst into the open in the Oval
Office as the Ukrainian leader
urged the U.S. not to trust
President Vladimir Putin of
Russia and Trump responded
that Kyiv needs to accept that
it has a weak negotiating
hand, three years after Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion.
After a half-hour of a gen-

erally polite discussion, the
tone grew fractious, with dis-
agreements that typically oc-
cur behind closed doors. The
abrupt ending left unclear
how much military and politi-
cal support the Trump admin-
istration was prepared to pro-
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By Michael R. Gordon,
Annie Linskey
and Ian Lovett

Treatments Offer Hope
On Pancreatic Cancer

Pranathi Perati was run-
ning out of time to treat her
stage-four pancreatic cancer
when she found out she would
get another shot: a clinical
trial testing a new experimen-
tal drug.
Perati’s odds were slim—

only 3% of late-stage pancre-
atic cancer patients are still
alive after five years. And half
of all pancreatic cancer pa-
tients live for less than a year
after their diagnosis. For Pe-
rati, the drug, daraxonrasib
from Revolution Medicines,
has helped keep her alive for
17 months and counting.

BY BRIANNA ABBOTT

the government’s human-re-
sources arm, didn’t help, but
Musk’s programmers quickly
found assistance in an un-
likely source: Chuck Ezell, a
midlevel OPM information-
technology supervisor from
Georgia who had just been
named acting director.
By roughly 12:30 p.m., the

programmers had gained en-
try to a vast trove of infor-
mation about the entire fed-
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tion devolved into a tense and
personal argument that played
out on television cameras in
front of millions of viewers,
stunning senior officials in
Washington and Kyiv and
threatening a U.S.-Ukraine deal
that could have laid a pathway
for bringing the war to a close.
The meeting ended with

Trump declaring that the be-
leaguered nation didn’t want
his help reaching a cease-
fire—and the U.S. president’s
team asking Zelensky to leave

the White House, according to
U.S. and Ukrainian officials.
It was also a rare moment of

public tension in the Oval Of-
fice, which has for years been
the staging ground for tightly
choreographed interactions be-
tween U.S. presidents and
world leaders. Earlier in the
day, a meeting between Zel-
ensky and a bipartisan group of
Senate allies ended with talk of
unity and smiling selfies.
“I think it’s disrespectful

PleaseturntopageA8

But Vice President JD Vance
interjected. “I have to re-
spond,” he said, taking issue
with reporters’ questions about
Trump’s interactions with
President Vladimir Putin of
Russia. “What makes America
a good country is America en-
gaging in diplomacy. That’s
what President Trump is do-
ing,” Vance said.
Zelensky shot back, laying

out Putin’s yearslong campaign
to occupy Ukraine.
From there, the conversa-

WASHINGTON—President
Trump said he would take one
more question—and then ev-
erything fell apart.
It had been a relatively polite

Oval Office meeting between
Trump and President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, who
was inWashington on a mission
to secure the U.S.’s continued
support in his campaign to end
Russia’s three-year-old war.

BY ANNIE LINSKEY
AND NATALIE ANDREWS

‘Your Country Is in Big Trouble’

Key Inflation
Metric EasesInside DOGE’s

Federal Takeover
A surprise incursion, shrouded in

secrecy; ‘rogue bureaucrats’ fight back

maining hostages, a perma-
nent end to the fighting in
Gaza and reconstruction of
the war-ravaged enclave.
The rub is if Hamas re-

mains in Gaza, Israel isn’t
willing to end the war, and
Gulf Arab states such as the
United Arab Emirates aren’t
willing to fund its reconstruc-
tion. Egypt, meanwhile, thinks
it is unrealistic to talk about
eliminating Hamas and is
looking for a solution that
would at least dilute the au-
thority of the group, which
ruled Gaza for a decade and a
half before leading the Oct. 7,
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DUBAI—As Arab leaders
look to extend the cease-fire
in the Gaza Strip and come up
with an alternative to Presi-
dent Trump’s plan to depopu-
late the enclave, they are be-
ing forced to deal with a
question they have long kicked
down the road: What to do
with Hamas.
The first phase of the

cease-fire, which saw the re-
lease of 33 Israeli hostages in
exchange for hundreds of Pal-
estinian prisoners, is set to
end Saturday. Looming ahead
are talks concerning the next
phase, which is supposed to
lead to the release of the re-

BY SUMMER SAID
AND BENOIT FAUCON

Arab Leaders Split
Over Role of Hamas

 Future of Ukraine peace
deal is in doubt.................. A8

 Government contractor is
in crosshairs....................... A11
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new leadership................. A10
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 Trump excoriated Ukrai-
nian President Zelensky, ac-
cusing him of “gambling
with World War III” in a
meeting that was supposed
to reset relations between
Washington and Kyiv but
devolved into a clash. A1, A8

 Arab states are united in
opposition to Trump’s idea of
a U.S. takeover of Gaza, but
they disagree over how Gaza
should be run and what role
Hamas should play. A1

Defense Secretary Hegseth
warned Mexico security offi-
cials the U.S. was ready to
take unilateral military action
against drug cartels, a threat
hanging over trade talks. A2
 Trump’s tariff threat
against Canada has bolstered
the Liberal Party, which has a
2-point lead in polls over the
Conservatives, who led by 26
points six weeks ago. A6

 Trump is planning to sign
an executive order that
would for the first time in
the U.S.’s nearly 250-year his-
tory make English the official
language of the country. A3

 A jury found an Illinois
landlord guilty of murder
and hate-crime charges for a
brutal 2023 attack on a Pal-
estinian-American family
that killed a 6-year-old. A4

 Chinese authorities are
instructing top artificial-in-
telligence entrepreneurs and
researchers to avoid visiting
the U.S., people familiar with
the matter said. A6

OPINION
AI could usher in

a new renaissance A15
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U.S. NEWS

U.S.WATCH
ILLINOIS
Landlord Guilty of
Murder, Hate Crime
A jury found an Illinois

landlord guilty of murder and
hate-crime charges Friday for
a brutal 2023 attack on a
Palestinian-American family
that killed a 6-year-old.
Joseph Czuba, 73, was

charged in the fatal stabbing
of Wadee Alfayoumi and the
wounding of his mother,
Hanan Shaheen, on Oct. 14,
2023, in Plainfield, about 40
miles from Chicago. Authori-
ties alleged the family—who
were renting rooms in
Czuba’s house—was targeted
because of their Islamic faith
and as a response to the war
between Israel and Hamas
that erupted on Oct. 7, 2023.
Jurors deliberated less than

90 minutes over the crime
that renewed fears of anti-
Muslim discrimination in the
Chicago area’s large and estab-
lished Palestinian community.

—Associated Press

NEW YORK
Drug Cartel Boss
Pleads Not Guilty
After years as one of U.S.

authorities’ most wanted
men, Mexican drug cartel
boss Rafael Caro Quintero
was brought into a New York
courtroom Friday to answer
charges that include orches-
trating the 1985 killing of a
U.S. federal agent.
Caro Quintero pleaded not

guilty to running a continuing
criminal enterprise. Sepa-
rately, so did Vicente Carrillo
Fuentes, the leader of an-
other cartel. He’s accused of
arranging kidnappings and
killings in Mexico but not ac-
cused of involvement in the
death of DEA agent Enrique
“Kiki” Camarena.
Caro Quintero, Carrillo Fu-

entes and 27 other Mexican
prisoners were sent Thursday
to eight U.S. cities, a move
that came as Mexico sought
to stave off the Trump ad-
ministration’s threat of im-
posing 25% tariffs on all Mex-
ican imports on Tuesday.
For Camarena’s family, the

arraignments marked a long-
awaited moment. “For 14,631
days, we held on to hope—
hope that this moment would
come. Hope that we would
live to see accountability. And
now, that hope has finally
turned into reality,” they said.

—Associated Press

NEW YORK
Deal Ends Strike
by Prison Guards
New York Gov. Kathy

Hochul announced an agree-
ment late Thursday to end a
wildcat strike that has roiled
the state’s prison system for
more than a week.
Hochul said the state and

the union for striking correc-
tional workers agreed to
binding terms after four days
of mediation talks.
The workers must return

to work by Saturday to avoid
being disciplined for striking,
mediator Martin Scheinman
in a seven-page memo detail-
ing the agreement, known as
a binding consent award.
The deal includes changes

to address staffing shortages
and provisions to minimize
mandatory 24-hour overtime
shifts.

—Associated Press

OHIO
Students Escape
Burning Bus
A school bus driver safely

evacuated 15 students after
the vehicle caught fire while
headed to school in a Cleve-
land suburb, getting the chil-
dren out moments before the
bus became engulfed in
flames in a residential area.
No injuries were reported

in Thursday’s fire in Cleveland
Heights, which was quickly
brought under control by fire-
fighters. The blaze apparently
started behind a rear wheel,
according to the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights
school district, but the cause
remains under investigation.
The bus was headed to

Monticello Middle School
when the driver noticed the
fire and told the students to
get off the vehicle. Residents
in the area reported hearing
a “big boom” moments be-
fore the fire broke out, send-
ing thick black smoke billow-
ing around the vehicle. The
bus that caught fire had just
passed its annual mandated
state inspection two weeks
ago, the school district said.

—Associated Press

Pranathi Perati has been fighting pancreatic cancer since 2016.
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last year, were ready to bust
loose. And Tigers coach Den-
nis Gates seemed to sense it.
With 1.5 seconds left, Gates

walked away from his team’s
huddle and grabbed the public
address microphone.
“Please do not rush the

court!” he said. Booing en-
sued, so he repeated, “Please
do not rush the court!”
Then came what may have

been the biggest shocker of
the day. The students heeded
his request.
Three nights later, Georgia

fans were tested. With the
Bulldogs on the cusp of taking
down No. 3 Florida, the public
address announcer on Tuesday
asked fans to wait 90 seconds
before breaching the court.
“I was like there’s no way

this is actually going to hap-
pen,” said Taft Gantt, an alum
who’d driven from Augusta for
the game. “There was a lot of
angst and excitement through-
out those 90 seconds.”
Gantt and the more than

10,000 fans in attendance dug
deep, twitching in the aisles
before spilling onto the hard-
wood.
“I was literally going sec-

tion to section saying ‘Just
wait,’” Georgia athletic direc-
tor Josh Brooks said in a radio

interview. “It was literally like
wild dogs holding them back
like, 5…4…3… when it hit zero
I’m trying to get skinny so I
don’t get trampled.”
The SEC has fined universi-

ties whose fans breach the
court or field since 2004, but
the amounts were nominal
and incursions were regular.
In June 2023, the conference
significantly increased fines to
mitigate the security risk to
athletes and coaches.
The first time fans stormed

the field, the offending institu-
tion would have to pay
$100,000 to the visiting team.
The second time, it would be
$250,000, then $500,000 for
third and subsequent offenses.
If it happens in a nonconfer-
ence game, the home team
pays the fine to the conference
office. Schools can only get
their slates wiped clean if they
go four years without incident.
An SEC spokesperson said

there have been 16 instances
of impermissible rushings
since the new structure went
into effect and $3.1 million in
fines—$2.6 million of that
during this academic year.
Some athletic directors

have been happy to pay. When
the Arkansas football team
beat fourth-ranked Tennessee

in October, coach Sam Pittman
wondered in a postgame inter-
view if his boss would be up-
set about the second field
rush his team sparked.
“Absolutely not,” said Ra-

zorbacks athletic director
Hunter Yurachek said later.
The SEC policy left some

room for celebration. If
schools instituted security
measures and fans waited un-
til all officials and members of
the visiting team safely exited,
they could avoid the fines.
Vanderbilt, whose basket-

ball team was picked to finish
last in the 16-team SEC, didn’t
take precautionary measures
before the season. It ended up
costing them $750,000.
First came an unexpected

76-75 win over Tennessee,
then ranked sixth in the na-
tion. Seconds after the Volun-
teers’ three-point attempt ric-
ocheted off the backboard,
Commodores fans bounded
onto the court. It cost the
home team $250,000—payable
directly to their in-state rival.
Vanderbilt had incurred a

$100,000 fine in October when
the football team beat Ala-
bama—then fans stormed the
field, felled the goal posts, pa-
raded them through Nashville
and tossed them into the

Cumberland River.
Some of the Commodores

basketball players were on the
field and they decided then
and there that they weren’t
going to let that magical feel-
ing die with football season.
“I didn’t find out until after

we had a court storming,”
Vanderbilt basketball coach
Mark Byington said. “They
were talking to each other and
saying, ‘Hey, our time is com-
ing’… I wish they weren’t on
the field, but I’m glad that’s
what they were talking about.”
A week after knocking off

the Volunteers, Vanderbilt
took down No. 9 Kentucky,
prompting the courtside plea
from Lee, the athletic director.
After the fans ignored her,

Lee implemented new mea-
sures. “We now have a one
minute countdown clock that
we’ve put into place,” she said.
Since they started using the

video boards, decorum has
prevailed. But that might be
because Vanderbilt hasn’t
hosted any more top teams.
Lee and the countdown

clock will get their first real
test on Saturday when No. 14
Missouri comes to town.
“I don’t think we’ll have

any money left if we keep do-
ing this,” quipped Byington.

“Pancreatic cancer has been
the graveyard for drug discov-
ery,” said Dr. Benjamin Wein-
berg, a gastrointestinal medi-
cal oncologist at the Lombardi
Comprehensive Cancer Center
at Georgetown University.
Researchers believe that

could change with newer ther-
apies, particularly those that
target KRAS. The gene acts as
a switch for cellular growth,
and KRAS mutations can cause
cells to proliferate uncontrol-
lably and become cancerous.
Researchers considered KRAS
“undruggable” for decades,
until a breakthrough in the
2010s cracked open the field.
Two therapies have since

been approved for lung and
colorectal cancer patients with
some KRAS mutations. The
drugs, called inhibitors, turn
off that growth switch.
At California-based Revolu-

tion Medicines, patients are
now enrolling in the com-
pany’s late-stage trial for pan-
creatic cancers with muta-
tions including KRAS. In an
earlier-stage trial, 27% of pan-
creatic cancer patients had a
partial or full response, ac-
cording to the data released
so far. Patients were able to
fend off the disease for a me-
dian of 8.5 months before it
progressed. More than a third
of patients harboring KRAS
mutations in a category called
G12 responded.
“The hope really in the

field is that these drugs will
have some effectiveness and
give us a foothold,” said Dr.
Brian Wolpin, director of the
Gastrointestinal Cancer Center
at Dana-Farber Cancer Insti-
tute in Boston, one of the can-
cer centers working with Rev-
olution Medicines. “If that
works, it gives us something
to build on.”
Perati was first diagnosed

with pancreatic cancer in
2016, at stage two, and sur-
gery and chemotherapy put it
into remission. When Perati’s
cancer re-emerged in the sum-

rati’s doctor were waiting for
the same chance.
The pill has given her some

fatigue and mouth ulcers, but
she feels better than she did
with chemo. A lesion in her
lung started progressing this
past winter and was radiated,
but her disease has been sta-
ble otherwise.
“Seventeen months is a lot

of good time to buy,” she said.
Still, Perati worries that her
time on the drug might soon
run out. She has started look-
ing for more options. Her son
is set to graduate high school
this summer.
Eli Lilly is enrolling pan-

creatic cancer patients in ini-
tial studies for two KRAS in-
hibitors, and Pfizer’s trial
started last year. Companies
Bristol-Myers Squibb, Ver-
astem Oncology and Jacobio
Pharmaceuticals have re-
ported positive preliminary
results in their own early
studies. Side effects have in-
cluded rashes, fatigue and
gastrointestinal problems.
Others are seeing promise

with different therapies: Re-
searchers last week said that a
small number of pancreatic
cancer patients who received a
personalized vaccine after sur-
gery still had an immune re-
sponse years later. The Food
and Drug Administration ap-
proved a drug called Bizengri
in late 2024 that targets a rare
gene fusion called NRG1.
Still, people like Perati re-

main outliers. Many pancre-
atic tumors don’t respond to
KRAS drugs or grow resistant
within months. Bristol-Myers
Squibb discontinued a study of
one of its KRAS inhibitors be-
cause of disappointing data.
“We know they are not go-

ing to come in and work on
every single patient forever,”
said Gregory Lesinski, associ-
ate director for basic research
at Emory University’s Winship
Cancer Institute. “But moving
the needle even a little bit will
have a tremendous impact.”

mer of 2020 in her lung, the
mother of three worried she
wouldn’t live to see Christmas.
“I couldn’t sleep at night. I

couldn’t do very much,” she
said. “What if I’m not
around?”
Perati underwent more sur-

geries. Knowing she had a
KRAS G12 mutation, Perati
reached out to cancer centers
across the U.S., hunting for
clinical trials. In 2023, Perati
got a spot on the Revolution
Medicines trial. Twenty-five
other patients treated by Pe-
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While deaths are projected
to decline for several
common cancers, fatalities
from pancreatic cancer are
expected to rise.
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sity rates. Researchers esti-
mate that by 2030, deaths will
overtake those for colorectal
cancer, as other cancers have
become more treatable and
are caught earlier.
But doctors in the field

have newfound optimism,
thanks to a wave of newer
therapies that are in develop-
ment. Many, including Revolu-
tion Medicines’ drug, target a
gene called KRAS, which helps
control cell growth.
Some 90% of pancreatic

cancer cases have KRAS muta-
tions, making their tumors po-
tentially vulnerable. Compa-
nies including Pfizer and Eli
Lilly now also have KRAS-
blocking drugs in early-stage
human trials.
“That is the main foot-on-

the-gas pedal for pancreas
cancer,” said Dr. Sunil Hingo-
rani, director of the Pancreatic
Cancer Center of Excellence at
the University of Nebraska
Medical Center. “And we ha-
ven’t been able to find drugs
until the last couple of years
that actually hit it.”
Targeted drugs and immu-

notherapies that have revolu-
tionized the outlook for other
cancers have yet to make a
significant dent for pancreatic
cancer. The organ itself is hard
to reach, and a bulky microen-
vironment of fibrous tissue
and cells creates a fortress
around the cancer.
Some 480 early-phase and

85 late-phase clinical trials
for advanced pancreatic can-
cer have resulted in five new
drug approvals since 2000,
according to the American
Cancer Society.

ContinuedfromPageOne

New Hope
For Cancer
Of Pancreas

month’s NCAA Tournament.
But some of that success has
come at a cost. Fans keep
rushing onto the court after
big wins. The breaches are
taking a bite out of the
schools’ multimillion-dollar
athletic budgets, since the SEC
has strict rules meant to deter
storming and levies the steep-
est fines in the country.
To rein in fans without ruin-

ing the fun, universities are
trying to teach people how to
storm with decorum. They are
pleading with the crowd to
stay in their seats, at least long
enough to let the losing players
get to the locker room, and in
some cases instituting a count-
down clock to let them know
when the stampede can start.
Last Saturday, Missouri

was on the cusp of an upset
win over No. 4 Alabama. Mis-
souri students, who had
weathered a dismal season

ContinuedfromPageOne

How to
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The Court

Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy
Jr. said ending the measles
outbreak in Texas is a priority
for him and listed the steps his
agency had taken to combat
the spread of disease, includ-
ing supporting the state’s vac-
cine efforts.

“I recognize the serious im-
pact of this outbreak on fami-
lies, children, and healthcare
workers,” Kennedy wrote Fri-
day in a post on X.
There have been at least 155

measles cases linked to the
outbreak across West Texas
and New Mexico, local health
officials said Friday. Twenty
patients have been hospital-
ized, and one school-age child
died this past week. Most of
those sickened weren’t vacci-
nated, or their vaccination sta-
tus wasn’t known.
Kennedy said HHS had pro-

vided lab support to track the
virus, offered technical assis-
tance to local public health of-
ficials and updated federal ad-
vice on doctors offering
vitamin A to manage measles
cases.

HHS communicated about
the disease in Low German to
the affected population in
Texas’ Gaines County, Kennedy
said, where the outbreak was
concentrated among Menno-
nites.
He said during a recent cab-

inet meeting that the outbreak
was “not unusual” and that
“we have measles outbreaks

every year.” There were 16 out-
breaks and 285 cases last year,
according to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.
While Kennedy said the fed-

eral government had sup-
ported the Texas efforts to
vaccinate people against mea-
sles, his new statement didn’t
specifically recommend vac-

cines or underline their impor-
tance in preventing outbreaks,
as other public-health officials
have.
“I would like to see Robert

F. Kennedy Jr. stand up and
forcefully say that the first
child measles death in 22 years
is a tragedy, especially because
it was preventable and we
need to make sure our children

are vaccinated,” said Dr. Paul
Offit, an infectious disease
physician at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Philadelphia.
Kennedy in the past has dis-

missed the threat of measles, a
disease that can spread rapidly
through the air. He said in a
2021 book that “measles isn’t
as dangerous as we are being
told” and that “fear mongering
is used to convince parents to
vaccinate their children.”
He has since softened his

rhetoric on vaccines, telling
senators during his confirma-
tion process that he wasn’t an-
tivaccine and would follow the
science.
Measles symptoms include

fever, cough, runny nose and
conjunctivitis, according to the
CDC, followed by white spots
inside a person’s mouth and a
rash. Up to one in 20 children
who get measles develop pneu-
monia, and one in 1,000 will
develop brain swelling called
encephalitis.
The public-health clinic in

Lubbock, Texas, vaccinated
more than 50 children on
Thursday, including 11 who
previously had exemptions that
allowed them to attend school
without being vaccinated, said
Katherine Wells, director of
Lubbock Public Health.

By Liz EssleyWhyte,
Brianna Abbott and

Joseph Pisani

RFK Jr. Says Measles Outbreak Is Priority

The measles vaccine being administered at a health center in Lubbock, Texas, on Thursday.
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